
  

Adjusting the mirrors 

Always check the mirrors 
before signalling, changing 
speed or direction… 

…find out if it’s safe behind 
before you carry out any 
manoeuvre… 

… act sensibly on what you 
see happening behind and 
to the sides 
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Clutch plate 

The clutch is the connection between the engine and the gearbox. The clutch is made up of 2 plates. One 
connected to the engine and rotates all the time the engine is running. The other is linked to the gearbox and 
rotates only when it’s held against the first plate by springs. 
 
When you press the clutch pedal, you force the plates apart, breaking the drive connection. 
 
In neutral, even though both plates are touching, the wheels do not turn because no gear is engaged. 



 
 

Approaching a junction to turn left 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Approaching a junction to turn right 



 

STOP 

Emerging left at an open junction 



 

STOP 

Emerging right at an open junction 



 

STOP 

Emerging left at a closed junction 



 

STOP 

Emerging right at a closed junction 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Emerging: judgement & avoiding being hesitant 

Green area is the far distance. You’ve got plenty of 
time to emerge if there’s a car in the far distance. 
 
Amber area is the mid distance. You’ve still got time to 
emerge if there’s a car in the mid distance but you need 
to move off confidently and briskly and make progress 
to get up to speed. Especially if you’re joining the flow 
of traffic. 
 
Red area is the near distance. This is the danger zone. 
Do not emerge if a car is in the near distance. 

Ask yourself when crossing the path of vehicles coming from the right:  
‘Could I walk across the road?’ If yes, you can go. 
 
When joining the flow you’ll need a bigger gap. Ask yourself when joining  
traffic flowing from the left: 
‘Could I walk across the road, turn round and walk back again? If yes, you 
can drive on and join the flow of traffic. 

 
 
 



 
 

 

Parked 
Car 

1 metre 

The road is 
wide enough 
to pass the 
parked car 
even with 
approaching 
traffic. 

Meeting Approaching Traffic 

MSPSL 



 
 

 

Parked 
Car 

In this example there is 
enough room to pass the 
parked car with 
approaching traffic. 
However, there is not a lot 
of space as in the previous 
diagram. 
 
Look at the gap between 
the parked car and the 
approaching vehicle.  Is 
this gap wider than your 
car?  

 

Meeting Approaching Traffic 

 
Consider your position to 
the centre line and the 
position of the 
approaching vehicle. If you 
have to cross the centre 
line to pass the parked car 
then the approaching 
vehicle must remain well to 
their left. If the 
approaching vehicle is 
moving towards the centre 
line then you won’t have 
room to continue. In this 
case hold back and give 
way. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will need to reduce 
your speed on approach 
and select an appropriate 
gear. 
 
 
 
Less space = Less speed 



 
 

 

Parked 
Car 

Position:  
just left of centre 
and give way to 

approaching traffic 

The road is narrow and 
isn’t wide enough to 
pass the parked car 
when there is 
approaching traffic. 
 
Give way to 
approaching traffic and 
proceed when it’s safe. 

Meeting Approaching Traffic 



 
 

 

When there are parked 
vehicles on both sides of 
the road you may need to 
pull into a gap or wait 
opposite a gap. 
 

 

Meeting Approaching Traffic 



 
 

At unmarked crossroads 
neither vehicle has 
priority. Approach with 
caution, look for other 
traffic and be prepared to 
slow down and stop. 

Unmarked Crossroads 



 
 

Going ahead at a set of crossroads 
on the major road 



 
 

When on the major 
road turning left you 
have priority and 
should treat it like any 
other left turn from a 
major road into a 
minor road. However, 
you need to take extra 
observation to the 
right to make sure a 
vehicle from the right 
doesn’t pull out in front 
of you without looking. 

Turning left at a set of crossroads 
from the major road 



 
 

When on the major 
road turning right you 
have priority and 
should treat it like any 
other right turn from a 
major road into a 
minor road. However, 
you need to take extra 
observation to the left 
to make sure a vehicle 
from the left doesn’t 
pull out in front of you 
without looking. 

Turning right at a set of crossroads 
from the major road 



 
 

When you are turning 
right and there is a 
vehicle approaching 
who also wants to turn 
right you could both 
turn using the near 
side to near side (left 
side to left side) 
technique. This will 
depend on the size 
and layout of the 
crossroad whether it’s 
safe to do this. 
 
Look for road 
markings which might 
help direct you when 
turning right. 

Turning right using 
the nearside to 
nearside technique 



 
 

When you are turning 
right and there is a 
vehicle approaching 
who also wants to turn 
right you could both 
turn using the off side 
to off side (right side to 
right side) technique. 
This will depend on 
the size and layout of 
the crossroad whether 
it’s safe to do this. 
 
Look for road 
markings which might 
direct you how to turn 
right.  

Turning right using 
the offside to offside 
technique 



 
 

Be prepared 
to slow down 
and stop 

When you are turning 
right and there is a 
vehicle approaching 
who also wants to turn 
right you should be 
prepared to stop and 
give way. Sometimes 
the road will not be 
wide enough for you to 
both turn together. Get 
eye contact with the 
approaching driver 
and either he will hold 
back for you or you 
will need to hold back 
for him.  

Holding back at 
crossroads when 
turning right 



 
 

The white car should give 
way to the red car when the 
red car is turning left or 
going ahead. 

When emerging at a 
set of crossroads from 
the minor road give 
way to traffic from the 
right and left as usual.  
 
Also, you need to 
anticipate traffic 
opposite. If you are 
going left or ahead 
and there is a vehicle 
opposite turning right 
you have priority. 
 
Get eye contact with 
the driver of the white 
car to make sure they 
are giving way to you. 

Emerging at a set of crossroads 



 
 

When emerging right 
at a set of crossroads 
and the vehicle 
opposite is also 
turning right then give 
way to traffic from the 
right and left as usual.  
 
Once clear from the 
right and left and if the 
road is wide enough 
you might be able to 
turn as shown in the 
diagram. 
 
If this is not possible 
get eye contact with 
the driver opposite 
and either they will 
hold back for you or 
you will hold back and 
let them proceed. 
 

Emerging at a set of crossroads 



 

 

TRAFFIC LIGHTS 

A60 A6075 

KEEP 
CLEAR 

STOP 
Wait behind the 

stop line 

STOP 
Do not pass 
through until 

GREEN shows 

You may go if the 
way is clear 

STOP 
You may only go if 
AMBER appears 
after you have 

crossed the STOP 
line or if you can’t 

stop in time 

You may go if the 
way is clear in the 

direction of the 
GREEN ARROW 

only 

On approach look for 
traffic signs, words on 
the road, destination 

markings, box junctions 
and anticipate when the 
traffic lights will change 



 

Multiple lane junctions 

On approach to multiple lane junctions (where you have a choice of lanes) 

firstly check out the direction signs. These will tell you which lane you need. 

Then have a look at the lane markings. 



 Lane discipline 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pelican Crossing 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Always apply MSPSL 
 
On approach look well 
ahead in plenty of time 
because good forward 
planning is essential. 



 

When going ahead you will 
generally keep in the left 
hand lane. However, 
sometimes there are two 
lanes to go ahead and you 
could take the right hand 
lane. You would do this if 
the left hand lane is busy or 
if there are slower moving 
vehicles in the left lane. 
This way you will make 
better progress and reduce 
traffic congestion. Also if 
you intend to turn right 
shortly after exiting the 
roundabout it would be best 
to use the right hand lane 
so you are in the correct 
position for making the right 
turn. 

 

Always apply MSM PSL 
 
On approach look well 
ahead in plenty of time 
because good forward 
planning is essential. 



 

As a general rule you will 
keep left to go ahead. 
However, sometimes traffic 
signs and road markings tell 
you to use the right hand 
lane to go ahead because 
the left hand lane is only to 
be used when turning left. 
 
Always look for traffic signs 
and road markings for 
guidance. 

 

Always apply MSM PSL 
 
On approach look well 
ahead in plenty of time 
because good forward 
planning is essential. 



 

When turning right approach 
in the right hand lane 
signaling right. Enter the 
roundabout keeping in the 
right lane and when you are 
opposite the exit before the 
one you want check your 
mirrors, signal left and if it’s 
safe to do so exit keeping to 
the left. 

Always apply MSM PSL 
 
On approach look well 
ahead in plenty of time 
because good forward 
planning is essential. 



 

Look to find out if traffic to 
your right is being blocked 
 
If this is the case you can 
go 



 

The driver of the red car 
wants to go. The driver 
should look at the ‘body 
language’ of the traffic 
already on the 
roundabout. Look at their 
position; where does it 
look like the cars are 
heading towards? Do the 
cars have a signal 
flashing? 
 



 

The driver of the red car 
wants to go. The driver 
should look at the ‘body 
language’ of the traffic 
already on the 
roundabout. In this 
example the white car is 
heading in a different 
direction to before. The 
‘body language’ of the 
white car is different this 
time.  
 



Mini roundabout 

Look ahead for 
road markings 
telling you which 
lane to take. 
 
Give way to traffic 
from the right. 
 
Also look for 
vehicles blocking 
traffic from your 
right giving you 
the chance to 
proceed. 



 

Dual Carriageways 



 

Dealing with bends: Limit Point 

View 1 shows the limit point in the 

far distance. It’s where the verges 

merge cutting off the view of the 

road. It’s the point you cannot see 

past. It’s the limit of your view 

ahead. 

View 2 shows you’re getting closer to 

the bend but the limit point remains 

static. You should reduce speed 

because the nearer you get to the limit 

point the slower your speed should be. 

Slow down as you approach the limit 

point. 

View 3 and 4 shows the limit point 

moving away from you. It’s moving 

further to the right and you can see 

further round the bend. Maintain your 

speed. You don’t need to slow down any 

more. 

 

View 5 shows as you progress round the 

bend you can see the road ahead and 

you can now accelerate away and make 

progress. 



 

 

 

 

 

1 turn left 

2 turn’s 
right 

1 turn left to 
straighten 
front wheels 



Reverse and 
steer left into 
the bay, then 
straighten 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Reversing into a parking bay 

Steer full lock 
right, then 
straighten 



 

 

 

 

 
 

  
 

Forward bay park 

Line up the mirror like in the photo, then full 
lock right. Then straighten as you enter the 
bay. 

Line up the mirror like in the photo, then full 
lock left. Then straighten as you enter the 
bay. 



 

 
 

“Pull up on the right 
when it’s safe to do so” 
 
“I’d now like you to 
reverse back for about 
2 car lengths, keeping 
reasonably close to the 
kerb” 

MSPSL 


