
REVISION NOTES Part 1 test: BAND 3 DISSABILITIES 
 

 
 
When disabled drivers take their driving test extra time is given to the examiner. The time allotted for testing people 
with disabilities spans two normal test periods. The content and length of the driving test is the same as for normal 
driving tests. The extra time allotted is to allow: 

• for the examiner to discuss and understand the candidates disability. 

• for the examiner to make a note of vehicle adaptions. 

• sufficient time to repeat any manoeuvres if the examiner feels this is necessary. 

• for the examiner to complete the extra paperwork. 
 
A learner driver with a disability should declare their disability when they apply for their driving test.  
 
Where the driver has a right leg disability, the left foot may be used for both accelerator and brake, but the vehicle 
may need to be suitably converted. A left foot accelerator could be fitted in this instance. 
 
If a dual control accelerator pedal is fitted this must be removed before a driving test. 
 
A deaf person may drive any type of vehicle. If you have a deaf pupil wanting to apply for a driving test you should 
advise them to declare their deafness on the application form. 
 
A person who is colour blind is allowed to drive without restriction. However, when teaching a person who is colour 
blind you must check that this person can assess traffic lights correctly by the position of the colours. Particular 
attention should be paid to studying the Highway Code so that all types of signs can be recognised. 
 
A 16 year old may drive a car if they are in receipt of the enhanced rate of mobility component of Personal 
Independence Payment. 
 
At the end of the driving test the driving examiner has two decisions to make; does the candidate have the ability to 
drive? And do any adaptions fitted to the car overcome the disabilities? If the candidate passes their driving test with 
a specially adapted car then the examiner will issue a pass certificate that limits them to driving a suitably adapted 
car.  
 
A disabled driver who has difficulty turning their head would benefit from additional mirrors. 
 
When teaching a disabled pupil you should tell them driving examiners understanding people with disabilities. All 
examiners are trained to assess the driving of candidates with disabilities. 
 
A blue badge displayed on the windscreen of a car indicates that the badge holder is entitled to parking concessions. 
 
A disabled person without arms could take and pass a driving test. A candidate with only one useable limb could use 
a four-way joystick system fitted in an automatic car. The driver pushes the stick to the right or left for steering and 
pushes forward and backwards for accelerator and brake. 
 
 
 


